











examples of this type are from" behind the curtain and since before
lunch" .

Second , there are prepositions that take complements with a
specified preposition as head ; to is selected by according, due,
owing, prior etc of is selected by ahead , because, instead, out etc
Fromis selected by away, apart, aside, etc.

C , there are handful of preposition + adverbphrase combinations
which could be seen as prepositions taking adverb phrases as
complements, but there are many few we find before long for later
until recently and avery others . they are basically fixed phrases for
example " we get before long but not *after long"

D, subordinate clause:

A good number of preposition take various kinds of subordinate
clauses complement. These include the prepositions that were
traditionally classified as subordinating conjunctions

1.2.3  Quirk.et..al..(1985:657.8) explain the function of
prepositional phrases in the most general terms, a preposition
expresses a relation between two entities one being that represented
by the prepositional complement, the other by another part of the
sentence. The prepositional complement is characteristically anoun
phrase, anominal wh-clause or anominal-ing clause.

Prepositional phrase :

Preposition complement
On the
table

From what he
said

By singing a peace treaty
In the terms of money

-



At variance with the official reports
Examples prepositional phrase

Prepositional phrase have the following syntactic functions:
[1] post modifiers in anoun phrase
-the people on the bus were singing.

[ii] Adverbial

(a) adjunct

-the people were singing on the bus.

(b) subject

_from a personal point of view, I find this a good solution to the
problem.

(¢) Disjunct

- in all my friends , she did try to phone the police

(d) conjunct

-on the other hand , he made on attempt to help other.

iii) Complementation of a verb:(
We were looking at his awful paintings.

(b) Complementation of an adjective

I'm sorry for his parents

As complementation of verb or an adjective , the preposition is
more closely related to the predicting word (look at , sorry for)
which determiners it's choice, than to the prepositional
complement.

Note :
[a] like adverbs —prepositional phrases may occasionally take
anominal function , for example as a subject of a clause.

[a] when are we going to have the next meeting
[b] on Tuesday will be fine
In march suits me

]



During the vocation is what we decided
Between 6 and 7 may be convenient.

Such nominal uses be viewed as related to sentences that have been
restructured so as to leave only the adverbial prepositional phrase.
(the proposal that we meet )on Tuesday......

(to meet) in march.....

(meeting) during the vocation

The preposition can be omitted under the same conditions

Tuesday } suits me
6and 7} *

With the preposition omitted there is ambiguity as in

{ Tuesday will be fine}
{ meeting on Tuesday} will be fine
{The weather on Tuesday}

[b] In addition to the function of prepositional phrases mentioned
in this chapter . we have a quasi —adjectival function as
complement.

-This machine is (very) out of date.
The adjectival nature of these prepositional phrase is evident
From:

(1) their semantic similarity to adjectivese.g

Out-of-date [obsolete , an out- of —date machine]}

(ii) their possibility of being coordinate with , or appositional- to ,
adjectives as .

e.g :-they're happy and in good health



(iii) their use as complementation also for copular verbs other than
be.

e.g :- they seem in good health

(c) Exceptionally (mainly in fixed phrases ) an adverb or an
adjective may function as prepositional complement.

Atlast  atleast atonce atworst  before long
By far in brief  inthere  since when until now

(d) prepositional phrases can themselves act as prepositional
complements . so that two prepositions may occur in sequence .

- He picked up the gun  {fromunder the table
{ Frombehind the counter
We didn't meet until after the show

(e) some prepositions from a correlative construction with a
conjunction or another preposition

From six to seven -between Boston and new York

(f) the function of verb complementation

(iii above ) may alternatively be regarded as adverbial.

Noun Phrase measuring extent commonly occur with temporal and
spatial prepositions, as in (i) measurement of extent can also be
expressed as in (ii) , by adverbs like just , directly , soon shortly ,
way, etc

The words straight and right occur as adjectives but they can also
occur as adverbs in modifier function , but they only modify
prepositions we find it flew right under the bridge , but in standard
English we don't have.

[t was right large or *we drove right slowly.*



Section two

2.1 Semantic prepositional phrases

2.1.1 prepositions expressing relationships in space. close
(1975:165.6) explains prepositions relationships in space.

-a- in relation to appoint , or dimension unspecified

——> Preposition

. —>XGoto X

——> Stay at X

-b- Analysis of going to X

0 = _—__ X we are leaving for X

0 =————— X we are walking toward(s) X

(c) in relation to a line , one Dimension

—_— A~ Drive on to the motorway drive on

— —————  \We are on the motor way we are in

(d) in the relation to in a surface , two dimensions

/@ Go on (to) the plat form Goon



(éﬁGet of the plat form get off

(e) In the relation to a space, three dimensions

—— | |Come in (to) my office come in

'F__—Il out of my office go out

(f) in relation to appoint again

o . Go as faras X go so far

——— Go through X go through

(g) in relation to line again

———— We are driving along the road we are driving along

———Q_ — They live along the road I'll be along soon

Qurik.et..al... (1985:673.76) state that when we use a
preposition to indicate a space we do so in relation to the
dimensional prepositions, whether subjectively or objectively
coincide , of the location concerned , consider (at) in example

- My car is at the cottage

Here the use of attracts cottage as dimensionless location , a
mere point inrelation to which the position of the car can
indicated , this is dimension type compare onin 2



-our cottage is on that road.

In 2, the road is viewed as a line [along that road] dimension
type 1, but on can also be used to denote an area, as in [3] and

[4]
_there is some ice on that road.
-there is a new roof on the cottage.

In the [3] and [4] the road and the cottage are viewed as two
dimentional areas as surfaces

Finally , compare in, as [5]

There are only two beds in the cottage.

In [5], the cottage is viewed as three dimensional object which
in reality it is , in is also capable of being used with objects
which are essentially two dimensional as in (6)

-the cows are in the field.

Here field is conceived of as an enclosed space (contrast ' we
walked on the beach ) in therefore be longs to dimension type
2or3

The contrast between on [surface] and in [area] has various
implications according to context as these examples:

-The forest made patterns on the window.
{window= glass surface}
A face appeared in the window/mirror

{ window / mirror = framed area }



Figure below sets out the dimentional orientation of the chief

prepositional of space
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2.3 Downing , and Philip (2006:547.8) state that the most basic
prepositional meanings have to deal with location in space

At : point in space

On : in contact with surface

In : containment:

time is at home

on the floor

in the universe

The preposition "at" is used when attendance at the typical

function of the premises is implied. (at the cinema in order to

seen film) all when the speaker is not at the same location as

the figure. In visualizing time location at the cinema,, the

speaker is deliberately vague about exactly where at the



cinema Tim is . Tim may in fact be in the queue outside the
cinema , or in side , seeing the film, if the speaker were already
outside the cinema and asks where Tim is , the answer would
be specific . he is in the cinema , he is inside

On prototypically has the figure in contact with and supposed
by a surface ( the ground ) whether horizontal ( there's a pen
on the floor ) or vertical ( there's a fly on the wall)

The ground includes vehicles and animals on which one rides
(on a bicycle, plan, on broad a ship)

Whereas "in" is used where no such walk way exists (in about,
in a car, in the first class helicopter)

In implies containment; there are strong security forces in the
stadium , containment may be complete (the coins my purge)
or in pant (put the flowers in water , a man in a blue shirt and
jeans)

The different between in the corner (of a room) and on the
corner of the street ) is one of perspective whether the right
angle perceived as containing or projecting.

2.2 Prepositions expressing relationships in time

2.2.1 Downing, and Philip (2006:551.2) Explain certain
prepositions expressing in space are also used to express
location in time other preposition such as during , until and
since are not used with spatial meanings.

At : point in time: clock time, fixed holidays

e.g : at one o'clock, at Christmas.



On : for specific day and dates regarding the occurrence of
events

e.g: on Friday, on June 2™

In: months years, time of day, season, centuries and other
period of time.

e.g: inmay, in the year 1888, in the evening
Over: periods of short time

e.g: we stayed with them over the weekend.
During: experiential period of time

e.g: during the way.

- since : duration of time

e.g: |'ve been here since 10a.m

before and after : almost always express time meanings , but note
formal spatial expression.

e.g: Dbefore the flood , the week after next

Alexander (1990:109) explains time relation such as :
At - used for exact time , meat times , points of time
e.g: at10o'clock, at lunch time, at night
On :used for days of the week , part of the day
e.g: on Monday, on your birthday
In: used for part of the day, year, season

e.g: inthe evening,in 2050, in (the) spring.



2.2.2 East wood (1994,295) express such as o'clock time or meat time ,
with holiday of two on three day

e.g: at half past, at breakfast (time)
On : we use on with a single day

e.g:  on Tuesday, on 7" August
In : we us in with longer periods , part of day .

e.g: in the next few days, in the summer holidays, in the
afternoon..

Note : An exception is at night compare these sentences " | heard a
noise in the night" (in the middle of the night )

" the windows are shut at night" ( when it is night)

2.2.3 Quirk , et..al (1985:688) Express relation time such as :

At : is used for points of time (chiefly clock time) and also idiomatically
for holiday periods

e.g: at ten o'clock , at the weekend

At can also be used for periods when conceived of as a point of time
"at breakfast time ", "at night"

On : is used for referring today as period time
e.g: onMonday, on the following day
also in the expression
"trains leaves the station on the hour [ hourly 1 o'clock]
In less commonly during is used for periods longer or shorter than a day

e.g: inthisevening ,in summer



when we want to refer to refer to a period of the night we use in
compare :

| woke up several times in the night
At night | usually have the window open ( during the night

As opposed to in the evening in the day)

2.2.4 close (1975: 174.5) explains prepositions expressing
relationships in time

-After : late than asion

Come (at) any time after six o'clock

At : is used with a point of time

I'll meet you at six o'clock
Note: we always lock the doors at night

Before : earlier than, asin

Don't come before six o'clock

By : not later than, asin
Be ready , by the time | get back
During : while that period of time, or the event.

| woke up three times {during , in} that night.



For: it marks the length of time during which an action or state
continues

| walk (for) two hours every day

Note : here (for ) is optional , but is regarded in :

The train will not arrive for two hours

In : is used with periods of time , except those associated with on .
| do most of my work in the morning.

In is omitted in : we shall meet next day

In marks the end of period of time

I'll call again in five minutes

(after an interval of five minutes)

In also marks the length of time with in which an action is completed

G. "Ran a mile in for minutes"

On: is used before days of the week , and dates

th

" My birthday is on march 28

Past : is used before a specific hour of the day or before the words time
or age.

It is ( long) past my bed time

Through(out): from the beginning to the end of period.

" Dancing went on throughout the night"



Till :to marks the end of period , but is only used in this way in
conjunction with from as in

-the exhibition will be open from may 1% until June 30™

Until: always replaced by till, marks the need of period time we waited
until eight o'clock.

20



Conclusion

Preposition: as “links which introduce preposional phrase. They
can be regarded as advice which connects noun phrases with
other structures”.

Preposional phrase: - can be defined as that consist of a
preposition and a complement, most typically in the form of
noun phrases the typical preposional phrase may indeed be
viewed as noun phrase extended by a link showing its
relationship to surrounding structure.

We have two type of Preposition:-

1- Simple Prepositions:- which consists of one word. They have
been divided into mono and polysyllabic.

2- Complex Prepositions: - can be defined as a term sometimes
used a multi-word construction consisting of a noun or noun
phrase both preceded and followed by a single Preposition. As
in an account of and in accordance with.

In Syntic Preposition we have

1- Grammatical structure of Prepositional phrases:-

a- Preposition complement: - is typically noun phrases but it
may also be a nominal relative clause or an-ing clause.
Both the nominal relative clause and the ing clause have a
range of functions similar to that of noun phrases.

b- Modification of PPS: - fume of the main types of
modification is the structure modifiers are underlined.

2- Grammatical function of Prepositional Phrases:-

1. Post- modifier of a noun.

2. Post- modifier of an adjective.

3. Adverbial.

In semantic Prepositional phrases we have:-

|. Prepositions expressing relationships in space.

(=)



a- In relation to a point, or Dimension unspecified.
b- In relation to a line, one Dimension.
c- In relation to a surface, two Dimension.

2. Prepositions expressing relationships in time.

At: - point in time, clock time.

On: - for specific days and data.

In: -months, year, time of day, season.
Over: - periods of short duration.
During: - experiential period of time.

Past: - is used before a specific hour of the day or before the
words time or age.
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