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Lecture 1 : Sentence Elements

Objectives:

By the end of this lecture, students will be able to:

Identify the five main sentence elements.

Understand how these elements function within sentence structure.
Differentiate between obligatory and optional elements.

Analyze and construct grammatically correct English sentences.

Introduction

Every English sentence is composed of one or more sentence elements.
These are the building blocks of sentence structure. According to Quirk
and Greenbaum, there are five major sentence elements:

Subject (S)

Verb (V)

Object (O) — Direct (Od) or Indirect (Oi)
Complement (C) — Subject (Cs) or Object (Co)



Adverbial (A)

Let’s break each of these down.

1- Subject (S)

Definition: The person or thing that performs the action or is
described.

Form: Usually a noun phrase (NP).

Position: Typically occurs before the verb in statements.
-Examples:

John loves pizza.

The red car is in the garage.

2- Verb (V)
Definition: The action or state described in the sentence.
Form: A verb or verb phrase.

Function: Central element that determines what other elements can
appear.

- Examples:
John runs every morning.

She is reading a book.

3- Object (O)
There are two kinds of objects:
Direct Object (Od): The entity affected by the verb.

Indirect Object (Oi): The recipient of the direct object.



- Examples:
She gave him (Oi) a gift (Od).
They watched a movie (Od).

Forms: Noun phrases, pronouns, or clauses.

4- Complement (C)

Complements complete the meaning of a subject or object. There are two
types:

a. Subject Complement (Cs)

Gives information about the subject.

Common with linking verbs (be, seem, become).
- Examples:

She is a doctor.

The sky became dark.

b. Object Complement (Co)

Gives information about the object.

- Examples:

They elected her president.

The joke made him angry.

5- Adverbial (A)

Definition: Provides information about time, place, manner, reason,
frequency, etc.

Forms: Adverb phrases, prepositional phrases, clauses.

- Examples:



She sings beautifully.

We met at the library.

After the meeting, they left.

Adverbials can be:

Obligatory: Needed to complete the sentence.

Optional: Can be removed without affecting grammaticality.



