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1. Introduction

Questions are a fundamental part of English sentence structure and
communication.

According to Quirk et al., interrogative sentences are used to seek
information, confirmation, or response from the listener.

English questions vary structurally and functionally, primarily divided
into yes/no guestions and wh- questions.
Understanding their forms and meanings also requires knowledge of the
assertive and non-assertive systems in English, which influence word
choice and interpretation.

2. Types of Interrogative Sentences

English interrogatives can be grouped as follows:

1. Yes/No Questions

2. Wh- Questions

3. (Optionally, Alternative Questions and Tag Questions, which
relate closely to yes/no forms.)



3. Yes/No Questions
3.1 Definition

A yes/no question is one that expects an answer of yes or no.
It asks whether something is true or not.

3.2 Structure

Formed by subject—operator inversion:
Operator + Subject + Predicate
Examples:
« Areyou coming?
« Did she finish her homework?
« Has he arrived yet?

The auxiliary or modal verb (operator) is placed before the subject.

3.3 Function

« To seek confirmation:
Do you like coffee?

« To express doubt or surprise:
Is he really a doctor?

3.4 Alternative Questions

A subtype of yes/no questions offering a choice between two or more
alternatives:

« Do you want tea or coffee?
Expected answer: Tea or Coffee, not simply Yes or No.



4. Wh- Questions
4.1 Definition

Wh- questions are open questions introduced by an interrogative word
(who, what, where, when, why, which, how).
They ask for specific information, not just confirmation.

4.2 Structure

Usually:
Wh-word + Operator + Subject + Predicate
Examples:

« Where do you live?
« What did she buy?
« Why are they late?

4.3 Types of Wh- Questions

Quirk et al. classify them according to the element questioned:

Type Example Questioned Element
Subject question Who called you? Subject
Object question Whom did you call? Object
Adverbial question Where did he go? Place
Predicative question What is she? Complement

Determiner question Which book did you choose? Noun determiner

5. Tag Questions

Tag questions combine a statement with a short question at the end.
They are used to check or seek agreement.

Structure:

Statement + tag (auxiliary + pronoun)



Examples:

o You're coming, aren’t you?
o She doesn’t smoke, does she?

The polarity reverses: affirmative — negative tag; negative — affirmative
tag.

6. Assertion and Non-Assertion

6.1 Assertion

An assertive clause expresses a positive statement or affirmation of
fact or belief.

Examples:

« She has some money.
. He always goes to work early.

Features of Assertion:

« Use of assertive forms: some, somebody, already, always, too, so.
« Used in affirmative contexts where the speaker affirms or claims
something true.

6.2 Non-Assertion

A non-assertive clause does not affirm; it may deny, question,
hypothesize, or express uncertainty.
It includes negative, interrogative, or conditional environments.

Examples:
o She doesn’t have any money.
« Do you have any money?
 If you have any questions, ask me.

Non-assertive forms: any, anybody, ever, yet, either.

Assertive Context Non-assertive Context



Assertive Context Non-assertive Context

some, somebody any, anybody

already yet
always ever
too either

7. Relationship Between Questions and Non-Assertion

Quirk et al. emphasize that interrogatives are typically non-assertive.
This means that words like any, ever, yet naturally occur in questions
because questions do not assert the truth of a proposition.

Examples:

. Do you have any idea? (non-assertive)
. Did you ever visit London?

In contrast, an assertion confirms:

« | have some idea. (assertive)



