
THE STRONGER )الاقوى( 

By AUGUST STRINDBERG )اوكسج ستزاودبزك(   

 

SETTING:-  

A. TIME )الزمان(: On a Christmas eve’s evening. )لٍلح عٍذ المٍلاد المجٍذ( 

B. PLACE )المكان(: A corner of a women’s café)ًمقهى نسائ(, there are two 

small iron tables and a red worsted sofa )ارٌكح حمزاء صىفٍح(and some chairs 

and there is a half empty beer on Miss Y‘s table  

CHACTERS )الشخصياث(:- 

A. Mrs. X )السيدة(:- She is a round character, and she is wearing a winter 

coat and hat and she keeps talking to Miss Y throughout the play, she 

makes fun   )ذسخز( of Miss Y’s loneliness  )وحذذها( later in the play we 

know she hates Miss Y, but she also admits that she has changed )ذغٍزخ( a 

lot to be similar to Miss Y and she pretends to be the stronger.  

B. Miss Y )الاوست(: -She is also a round character of the play, her name is 

Amelia and she keeps silent  )صامرح( throughout the play she doesn’t say 

anything she only listens  )ذسرمع( to Mrs. X, in the play Mrs. X reveals   

 .that she was her husband’s lover and her friend, and by what Mrs )ذكشف(

X tells about her changes to be similar to Miss Y we know about what is 

her favorite  )المفضلح( things and vice versa )العكس تالعكس(.  

C. Mrs. X‟s husband (Bob):- He is a flat character his name is Bob and 

only mentioned  )ٌذكز( from what Mrs. X tells Miss Y, from Mrs. X we 

know he is a little man and he works in the theatre and he is womanize 

)ٌحة(  and he likes ,)لاحق النساء( whatever Miss Y likes and vice versa 

  .)العكس تالعكس(

PLOT )الحبكت(:- Mrs. X and Miss Y meet in a corner of a women’s café on a 

Christmas eve, Mrs. X starts greeting ()ًٍذح  and talking to Miss Y, after greeting 

she criticizes  )انرقذخ( Miss Y for her loneliness )لىحذذها(, then Mrs. X keeps 

talking and revealing memories )كشف الذكزٌاخ(    till we know Miss Y was Mrs. 

X’s husband’s lover, and Mrs. X tells Miss Y that she destroyed  )حطمد( her life 

and she (Miss Y) changed her but later she says that she (Mrs. X) is the stronger 



in all what happened and in the end she says she will leave the café to go home 

to make love with her husband.  

CLIMAX )الذروة(:- The climax of the play is when )عنذما( Mrs. X expresses 

)الىاقع(  the reality)عثزخ( and tells Miss Y “I hate you! Oh, how I hate you!” 

here she says that she hates her and she had eaten her from inside and she tells 

her that she (Miss Y) cannot keep  )ذحرفع( a man’s love but she can steal it away  

 from others, here we can feel the weakness of Mrs. X and we can see)ذسزقه(

Miss Y is the stronger.  

CONFLICT )الصزاع(:- The conflict of the play is between )تٍن( Mrs. X’s will 

against Miss Y’s will, Mrs. X tries to keep other women away )تعٍذا( from her 

husband and fights whoever comes to her way, on the other hand Miss Y is in 

love with Mrs. X’s husband and she wills to gain her love. And Mrs. X keeps 

talking throughout the play and Miss Y doesn’t say a word but her silence 

 tell so much. At the end and if )ذعاتٍز وجهها( and her facial expressions )صمرها(

judging appearance )الحكم تالمظهز(, we find Miss Y the weak person while Mrs. X 

is stronger because she is able to keep her house, her husband and have 

children, while Miss Y is lonely and siting in the café.  

THEMES )المواضيع(:-  

THE MAIN THEMS ARE:- 

A. LOVE )الحب(: Love is something beautiful but the play shows that it can 

be a destructive power )قىج مذمزج(and it should be limited, Miss Y is in 

love with Mrs. X’s husband and he also love her back. Love itself is an 

amazing )مذهش(   feeling but in this situation )المىقف( is wrong it destroys 

Mrs. X’s family.  

B. GIVING UP )التخلي(: We should never give ourselves up and should not 

change )نرغٍز(to someone else completely just because of keeping 

 someone in our lives, we should be our self for real and respect)الاحرفاظ(

one self, changes are always good in life to get better but not to lose )ذفقذ( 

yourself.  

C. IRONY )سخزيت القدار(:  

-“He is really kind, and he is fine little man you should have had a man 

like that, Amelia what are you laughing at? Eh? eh?” It is irony from 



what she says, he is not kind )غٍز لطٍف(and he is always angry )غاضة(about 

almost everything,  

-another irony is when she says: “you should have had a man him” 

because he was at some time her lover.  

-“I know he‟s faithful to me, you see yes I do know! He told me so 

himself,” this quotation is irony said by Mrs. X this statement )المقىلح( is not 

true because Mrs. X’s husband (Bob) is a womanizer and he had a 

relationship )علاقح(with Miss Y too, and she tries )ذحاول(to say that Miss Y is 

a loser and she is the winner.  

-“wherever I was, I was always near you I didn‟t dare to be your enemy 

so I became your friend,” this is irony because in reality )الىاقع( Mrs. X 

hates Miss Y we know that when Mrs. X tells Miss Y she hates her )ذكزهها(, 

she had eaten her from inside. At the beginning )فً الثذاٌح(she was a friend of 

Miss Y because she couldn’t treat her, that’s why she wanted her to be near 

her and that’s why she says she became her friend.  

-“Poor Amelia! Do you know I‟m sorry for you all the same?” this 

sentence being told by Mrs. X to Miss Y and it is irony because in reality 

تالحقٍقح( -)تالىاقع Mrs. X doesn’t feel sorry for Miss Y. She knows that this 

woman was in love with her husband, so she doesn’t really pity her ذشفق(

  .علٍها(

-“I didn‟t get jealous-strange!” Mrs. X says that to Miss Y when she talked 

about at first time she was afraid )خائفح(of her so she became her friend but 

Miss Y and her husband weren’t friendly toward each other but after miss 

Y’s engagement )خطىتح(Miss Y and Mrs. X’s husband became so friendly till 

she showed her real feelings, this is irony because in reality Mrs. X is 

jealous)ذغار(.  

 

D. FLASHBACK )ومضاة الماضي(: There are many flash backs in The 

Stronger: 1. When Mrs. X at the beginning )فً تذاٌح(of the play talks about 

Miss Y’s fiancé )خطٍة(and memories, she told Miss Y she felt sorry when 

she saw a wedding party in Paris restaurant when the bride was sitting 

reading humor magazine فكاهٍح( ح)مجل  while bridegroom )العزٌس(was 



playing billiard. 2. When Mrs. X talks about when she was in a tour in 

Norway )النزوٌج(with her husband, she says Frederique tried to seduce 

 her husband. 3. Mrs. X talks about Miss Y when she was a)ذغىي(

godmother in the christening, she tells that she made her husband kisses 

Miss Y and he did then Miss Y became upset)انزعجد(.  

IMAGES )الصور الشعزيت(:- Mrs. X admits that Miss Y changed and affected her 

 so much and she says that Miss Y stole her soul, she mentions some)اثزخ علٍها(

images to strongly show )ذظهز تقىج(the affections of Miss Y on herself(Mrs. X). 

Mrs. X tells Miss Y that she was like a worm come to an apple that ate her 

inside until all that was left was the shell and a little dust, and then she mentions 

that Miss Y was like a snake that her eyes hypnotized or fascinated her that is 

why her wings rose and moved only to drag her down, then she describes Miss 

Y as a giant crab lays under the bottom of the water ready to seize her while 

her feet are bounded and the more she tries to swim she sank to the giant crab 

(Miss Y) in the bottom of the sea.  

Why the writer uses (the initials) )الحزفيه( X and Y for the characters‟ 

names )اسماء الشخصياث( not proper names?  

Because the plot and the conflict of this one-act play can happen in any society 

 X and Y by any other name that we )نثذل( of the world so we can replace)مجرمع(

can imagine, i.e. the universality )عالمٍح( of the theme.  

 

QUISIONS:-  

„‟I‟d be less amazed if you wanted to shoot me since I‟ve stood in your 

way” it is being said by Mrs. X when she shows Miss X the Christmas gifts 

 that she had bought for her kids and husband, she shows Miss)هذاٌا المٍلاد المجٍذ(

Y her sons gift which is a gun toy she loads and shoots )ذطلق النار(Miss Y, then 

Mrs. X says that she would be less amazed if Miss Y shoots her because she 

was the cause of Miss Y’s losing job.  

„‟But I‟d have torn out her eyes if she had come around when I was at 

home‟‟ Mrs. X told these words to Miss Y, she said when she was on a tour 

 her)ذغىي( in Norway with her husband Frederique tried to seduce)رحلح(

husband, but her husband told her about Frederique so Mrs. X was aware 



 to her husband and house when she was)ذقنزب( if she wanted to get close)مذركح(

at home.  

„‟You may believe! I don‟t know why. But women are absolutely crazy 

about my husband‟‟ Mrs. X tells Miss Y that there are many women follow 

her husband because he works in the office at the theatre and they think he had 

authority )سلطح(about the contracts )العقىد(in the theatre. She tries to emphasize 

 on the idea that the man belongs to her as if he is a property not a human)ذؤكذ(

being the implied fact is that she knows her husband is not faithful )ًغٍز وف(and 

she should keep her eyes on him.  

„‟Maybe it‟s because I did stand in your way that time‟‟ Mrs. X said that 

while she was inviting her )ذذعىها(to her house to let Miss Y shows that she is 

not angry with them, and here we know that Mrs. X stood in عزقلد(-)وقفد Miss 

Y’s job and marriage way.  

„‟I didn‟t get jealous-strange!‟‟ Mrs. X says that to Miss Y when she talked 

about at first time She was afraid of her so she became her friend but Miss Y 

and her husband weren’t friendly toward each other but after Miss Y’s 

engagement )خطىتح(Miss Y and Mrs. X’s husband became so friendly till she 

showed her real feelings.  

I don‟t care about that!  that doesn‟t really hurt me!- and if you have 

taught me to drink chocolate, or someone else has, what difference does it 

make! Drinks a spoonful out of her cup. With extreme common sense) 

besides, Chocolate is good for me!‟‟ Here Mrs. X talks about how she changed 

to be Miss Y, because of keeping )الاحرفاظ(her husband she had to change to 

Miss Y, but she also says that she is not really annoyed )مرضاٌقح(about that, Mrs. 

X learnt to drink chocolate from Miss Y and she says it is good for her so she is 

not angry about her changes to be like Miss Y and she pretends ذذعً( -)ذرظاهز to 

be the stronger.   

„‟Maybe when all is said I‟m really the stronger right now‟‟ Here Mrs. X 

tries to tell Miss Y that she is the stronger because she took everything from 

Miss Y and she lost everything, Mrs. X says that she is like a thief )لص(because 

she only took whatever Miss Y had but Miss Y didn’t get anything from her so 

she had what Miss Y had lost خسزخ(-)فقذخ .  



„‟Thank you Amelia thank you for everything you taught me!‟‟ Here Mrs. X 

thanks Amelia for what she had taught her )علمرها(that caused her to change to 

keep her husband and she thanks )شكزخ(her.  

 )منقىل ترصزف(

 

 


