
First Language Acquisition 

 

Introduction 

       Language plays a central role in the human brain, basically the brain is divided 

into two sides. The right side(hemisphere) controls the left side of the body while 

the left hemisphere responsible for controlling the right side of the body. At first, 

first language acquisition which is abbreviated as (FLA) refers to the process 

whereby children acquire their first language. It means that it is a process of 

acquire any language. There is some innate arranging in human infant to acquire 

language. Acquisition is a gradual development of ability, while learning applies to 

a conscious process of accumulation of knowledge. Acquisition happens naturally 

in communicative situations. But, vocabulary, grammar, and rules of L2 are 

learned in controlled environment. acquisition happens through interaction with 

ones who speak the language natively. While, learning happens in schools, 

immersion, and language programs. 

 

1. The Basic Requirements for Acquiring First Language 

1- (1-3 years) A child requires interaction with other language users. 

2- Cultural transmission: Language is not inherited; it is acquired on a particular 

language-using environment.  

3- Physical capability of sending and receiving signals in a language (hearing). 

 



 

2. The Important Stages of the Process of Language Acquisition 

1.Cooing: During the first few months of life: 

 - Producing sequences of vowel-like sounds- high vowels [i] and [u].  

- 4 months: sounds similar to velar consonants [k] & [g]  

- 5 months: distinguish between [a] and [i] and the syllables [ba] and [ga], so their 

perception skills are good. 

2- Babbling: 6-8 months: Different vowels and consonants ba-ba-ba and ga-ga- ga  

- 9-10 months: Intonation patterns and combination of ba-ba-ba-da-da. • Nasal 

sounds also appear ma-ma-ma  

- 10-11 months: • Use of vocalization to express emotions • Complex syllable 

combination (ma-da-ga- ba). 

3- The one-word stage  

- 12-18 months. - Characterized by Single terms are uttered for everyday objects 

‘milk’, ‘cookie’, ‘cat’. 

 - Holophrastic: a single form functioning as a phrase or sentence.  

- Produce utterance such as ‘Sara bed’ but not yet capable of producing a phrase. 

4- The two-word stage: 18-20 months: Vocabulary moves beyond 50 words 

 - 2 years old: - children produce utterances ‘baby chair’, ‘mommy eat’ - 

Interpretation depends on context.  



- Adults behave as if communication is taking place. (feedback). 

5- Telegraphic Speech: Between 2 years & a half: 

 - They produce multiple-word speech.  

- The number of words changes  

- The variation in word forms begin to appear.  

- Developing sentence building capacity such as ‘cat drink milk’, ‘daddy go bye-

bye’  

- Grammatical inflections begin to appear  

- Simple prepositions are used (in, on). By 2 years & a half:  

- Vocabulary is expands rapidly.  

- The child initiates more talk. By three: Vocabulary continues to grow with better 

pronunciation. 

 

Conclusion 

        Language is a unique marker of humanity. It distinguishes the human species 

from the rest of creation, and it allows us to share our thoughts and feelings. 

Language is the most complex skill that any of us will ever master. Despite this 

complexity, nearly every human child succeeds in learning language. This First 

Language Acquisition 487 suggests that language is optimally shaped to mesh with 

the abilities of the human mind and body. On the one hand, the universals of 

human language match up with our neurological, cognitive, and physical abilities. 

At the same time, parents provide rich contextual and emotional support to guide 



children through the process of language discovery. By studying language 

learning, we learn more about universals of human language, the shape of social 

inter-action, and the structure of the human mind. 
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