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Sixteenth Century (Elizabethan Age) (Golden Age) 

 

Most Important Features in Sixteenth Century 

1. The ascension of the Tudors.  

2. The introduction of printing press. 

3. It means the revival of the classics of the Greeks and Romans. 

4. Humanism: - it means respect privacy of man or of others.  

5. Individualism: - it means respect man without his religion. 

 

What is the Renaissance? 

        It is the most significant movement of the sixteenth 

century. The word renaissance means rebirth. It is a cultural and 

artistic movement in England during the sixteenth century that 

dealt with the development of arts and literature. Poetry 

flourished during this period and new forms were developed and 

poets began to write in their native language instead of formal 

Latin. 

The Major Influences that Led to the Renaissance: 

• The fall of the Constantinople. 

• Geographical discoveries. 

• The invention of printing. 
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What is the Reformation? 

        It is a religious movement that started as a protest against 

the conduct of the Roman Catholic Church in the sixteenth 

century. 

The Major Influences that Led to the Reformation: 

• Humanism and the Renaissance. 

• The invention of printing which helped in spreading ideas. 

• The reaction of princes and jurists against the authority of the 

Pope. 

• The religious and moral shortcomings of certain of the clergy. 

 

Elements of Poem (Poetic Devices) 

Metaphor -1 

A metaphor is a comparison between two things that states one         

thing is another in order to help explain an idea or show hidden 

similarities. Unlike a simile that uses "like" or "as" (you shine like the 

. For example, in a sun!), a metaphor does not use these two words

famous line from Romeo and Juliet, Romeo proclaims, "Juliet is the 

sun." She isn't like or as the sun, she is the sun. 

 

Simile-2 

 •Simile compares two things by saying they are “like” each         

other; the subject IS LIKE the object. Similes remind us that a 
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comparison is being made, which sometimes makes them easier to 

.understand and follow 

 

3-Rhyme 

        A rhyme is when the ending sounds of two words sound alike. For 

example "mouse" and "house" or "complain" and "sustain". 

4-Personification 

         When we talk about non-human things as if they were human, we 

personify them.  Personification is a kind of metaphor in which you 

describe an inanimate object, abstract thing, or non-human animal in 

human terms. It is used to create more interesting and engaging scenes. 

For example, the popcorn jumped right out of the popping machine. 

 5- Repetition 

       At its simplest, repetition is a word or phrase used multiple times in 

a text, for the purpose of emphasizing an emotion or idea. 

6- Hyperbole 

        Using exaggeration to make a point, for example, I’m so hungry I 

could eat a whole chicken. 

7- Allusion 

        The reference to a famous literary, mythical, biblical or historical 

figure or event, for example, looking like Venus (alluding to the goddess 

of beauty).  
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8-Alliteration 

Alliteration is a literary device in which a series of words begin with the 

same consonant sound. It’s used to emphasize something important that 

a writer or speaker would like to express. For example, Larry’s lizard 

likes lounging on land.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


