Summary and Analysis Scene 12
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A. Summary( geilal)

At the court of the Duke of Vanholt (< seié 350) |, Faustus asks the Duchess,
who is with child, if she has a desire for any special dainties. Although it is
January, she desires to have a dish of ripe grapes(43 sl

S OslS Hed Gz ol e Gaua JSU o @gidl). Faustus sends Mephistophilis after
them, and when he returns with them, the Duke wonders how this could be
accomplished. Faustus explains that he sent his spirit to India for them. The
Duchess exclaims that the grapes are the best she has ever tasted. The duke
promises Faustus that he will reward him greatly for this favor.

B. Analysis(Jaadl)

Once again this scene shows what insignificant feats Faustus accomplishes with his
powers. Faustus performs a magical trick of obtaining fresh grapes at the request of
the nobility. The learned doctor spends some of his last fleeting moments
providing & quot; merriment& quot; and &quot; delight& quot; for the duke and
duchess. Faustus succeeds in temporarily diverting himself and others from
Important concerns of life.



Summary and Analysis Scene 14
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A. Summary gealall))

Faustus declares to the three scholars who accompany him that he is in a
dejected state because of what is about to happen to him. He admits that he has
sinned so greatly that he cannot be forgiven. The scholars urge him to call on God,
but Faustus feels that he is unable to call on God, whom he has abjured and
blasphemed. He says: & quot; Ah, my God, | would weep, but the devil draws in
my tears! | would lift up my hands but, see, they hold them, they hold them!&quot;
Faustus tells the scholars that he has done the very things that God most forbids
man to do: &quot; for vain pleasure of twenty-four years hath Faustus lost eternal
joy and felicity.&quot; One of the scholars volunteers to stay with Faustus until the
last minute, but Faustus and the others admit that no one will be able to help him.
He must face the final moments alone.

After the scholars leave, the clock strikes eleven, and Faustus realizes that he has
only an hour left before eternal damnation. He suffers because he realizes that he
will be deprived of eternal bliss and will have to suffer eternal damnation. As the
clock strikes half past eleven, he pleads that his doom not be everlasting. He would
suffer a hundred thousand years if at last he could be saved. As the clock strikes
twelve, he cries out for God not to look so fierce upon him. Thunder and lightning
flash across the stage and the devils arrive to take him away.

B. Analysis(J+ail)

The basic situation in this final scene evokes many literary parallels. For example,
we are immediately reminded of Job, who had his friends with him to comfort him
during his suffering, but the friends were no help to him. In Doctor Faustus, the
doctor has his friends with him and one of the scholars wants to stay with him, but
Faustus realizes that he must face death alone. It is in this scene that Faustus
completely realizes what he has done. Because he wanted to live for vain joys, he



has lost eternal life. As he realizes the magnitude of his sin, he is almost afraid to
turn to the God whom he has abjured. He knows that he has committed those very
things which God most strictly forbids. Faustus&#39; only excuse for not turning
to God is that &quot;the devil threatened to tear me in pieces if | named God, to
fetch both body and soul if |1 once gave ear to divinity.&quot; This excuse is not
rational. In the previous scene, Marlowe demonstrated the example of the old man
who abjured the devil and turned to God. Man's limitation is that he lives in time,
and in his final speech, we see Faustus fighting against this very limitation. As the
clock strikes eleven, he realizes that he has only one hour left to live(as) s delu A &y

L), He suddenly understands that one power he does not possess is the ability
to make time stop; he desires to have more time to live and thus repent of his sins.
As the clock strikes half past, Faustus then asks that he be punished for a hundred
thousand (<!l 4s) years, but finally he requests that his soul be spared from eternal
punishment. As the clock strikes the final hour, we have one of the most dramatic
scenes in all of Elizabethan drama. During thunder and lightning, horrible-looking
devils appear to takeFaustus off to his eternal damnation. His last pleading words
are an effective statement of the horror of trafficking in the black arts. His final
speech is incoherent and incomplete, as though he were suddenly dragged off in
the middle of his plea.

The chorus makes the final and closing comment on the fall of Faustus. They
comment that he had tried to go beyond the limitations of humanity and had thus
fallen into eternal damnation. The chorus admonishes the audience to take note of
Faustus&#39; example and not go beyond the boundary of lawful things. The
chorus expresses the medieval view that Faustus&#39; fall resulted from his pride
and ambition.
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