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• Second Language Acquisition 

by George Yule

• An Overview of Key Concepts 

and Theories



Introduction to Second 

Language Acquisition (SLA)

 Definition: SLA refers to the process by which 

people learn a second language, which is any 

language learned after the first (native) language.

 Importance: It is a fundamental area of study in 

linguistics, psychology, and education.

 George Yule's Contribution: In his work, George 

Yule explains SLA as a combination of various 

psychological, social, and linguistic factors.



Key Concepts in Second Language Acquisition

 Interlanguage: A transitional phase where learners 

develop a system between their native language and the 

target language.

 Fossilization: The process where errors in a second 

language become permanent and difficult to correct.

 Transfer: The influence of the learner's native language on 

the second language.

 Critical Period Hypothesis: The theory that language 

acquisition happens more easily at a young age.
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Stages of Second Language Acquisition (SLA)

Pre-production Stage (Silent 

Period):

Learners understand but do not 

speak much.

Early Production:

Limited speech, simple sentences.

Speech Emergence:

Learners begin forming more 

complex sentences.

Intermediate Fluency:

Learners can communicate fluently but 

may still make mistakes.

Advanced Fluency:

Learners speak almost like native 

speakers.



Types of Learners in SLA

 Child:

o Faster learning and better pronunciation.

o Often acquire language through immersion.

 Adult:

o May face challenges such as accent and grammar 

difficulties.

o More conscious of the learning process.

 Bilingual:

o Can often transfer skills between languages.
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Factors Affecting SLA

• Age: Younger learners are often more adept at acquiring 

pronunciation, but adults may have an advantage in learning 

grammar.

• Motivation: A learner’s desire to learn (integrative vs. 

instrumental motivation) plays a significant role.

• Input: The amount and quality of language exposure is crucial.

• Learning Environment: Formal education vs. immersion in 

the target language community.



•The Interaction Hypothesis:

*Emphasizes the role of interaction and 

communicative practice in language acquisition.

• Focus on Form:

*George Yule stresses the importance of integrating 

grammar instruction within communicative contexts, 

rather than just isolated grammar lessons.

George Yule’s Theories



Implications for Teaching

*Task-based Learning:

Focus on meaningful communication 

and real-world tasks rather than 

memorizing vocabulary or grammar 

rules.

*Error Correction:
Positive, constructive correction that 

helps learners refine their language 

use.

*Sociocultural Context:
SLA is influenced by social, cultural, 

and emotional factors, so the context 

in which learning happens matters.



Challenges in Second Language Acquisition

1.Interference from the First Language:

Language transfer can cause errors and confusion.

2.Age-related Decline:

As people get older, their ability to learn a second 

language may decrease.

3.Lack of Motivation or Exposure:

Learners without motivation or exposure to the language may 

struggle.



Conclusion
•Summary: SLA is a complex, dynamic process 

influenced by many factors, including age, motivation, 

exposure, and the type of learning environment.

•Yule’s Contribution: George Yule’s theories provide 

insight into the interaction between language and the 

individual, highlighting the importance of input, motivation, 

and social context.

•Final Thought: Understanding SLA is essential for 

developing effective language learning strategies, both in 

educational and real-world contexts.



References

•Yule, G. (2016). The Study of Language (7th ed.). Cambridge 

University Press.



THANK YOU


