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What is poetry? 

Poetry: is a literary tradition characterized by its poetic form using the meter, rhyme, 

figurative language, and creative expression to convey emotions, ideas, and experiences 

The spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings (William Wordsworth) 

The recollection of an emotion, which causes a new emotion (William Wordsworth) 

Poetry is feeling confessing itself to itself, in moments of solitude (John Stuart Mill) 

Poetry is simply the most beautiful, impressive, and widely effective mode of saying things 

(Mathew Arnold) 

A poem is made up of several essential components that contribute to its structure, 

meaning, and emotional impact. Here’s what a poem typically consists of: 

1. Lines: 

 The basic unit of a poem. Poems are written in lines, which can vary in length and 

do not always have to follow the rules of standard sentence structure. 

2. Stanzas: 

 A group of lines separated by spaces, functioning like paragraphs in prose. 

Stanzas can have a specific rhyme scheme or meter and often organize thoughts or ideas 

in the poem. 

 



 

3. Rhyme (optional): 

 The repetition of similar sounds at the end of lines or within lines of poetry. 

Rhyme schemes can vary (e.g., ABAB, AABB, free verse). 

4. Meter (optional): 

 The rhythmic pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in each line. Common 

meters include iambic pentameter and trochaic tetrameter. Not all poems have a 

consistent meter (e.g., free verse). 

5. Rhythm: 

 The flow and beat of a poem, influenced by the arrangement of syllables and 

words. Rhythm contributes to the musicality of the poem. 

6. Imagery: 

 Descriptive language that appeals to the five senses (sight, sound, touch, taste, and 

smell). Imagery helps create vivid pictures in the reader's mind. 



7. Figurative Language: 

 Non-literal expressions like metaphors, similes, and personification that 

enhance meaning and add layers to the poem. 

1. Simile – uses the word like or as to compare two seemingly unlike things 

2. Metaphor – describes one thing as if it were something else 

3. Personification – human qualities are given to nonhuman objects 

8. Sound Devices: 

 Techniques such as alliteration (repetition of consonant sounds), assonance 

(repetition of vowel sounds), and onomatopoeia (words that imitate sounds) – like splat, 

hiss, gurgle 

 9. Tone: 

 The poet’s attitude or emotional expression toward the subject of the poem. The 

tone can be joyful, melancholic, reflective, angry, etc. 

10. Theme: 

 The central idea or message of the poem. The theme may deal with universal 

topics like love, death, nature, or more specific personal experiences. 

11. Form: 

 The structure or format of the poem. It may follow a specific form, like a sonnet, 

haiku, or limerick, or it can be free verse with no fixed rules. 

 

 


