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To Daffodils by Robert Herrick 

 

The daffodil is one of the first flowers to bloom 

 at the end of winter, announcing the beginning  

of spring and signifying the end of the cold days. 

  It symbolizes rebirth and new beginnings. 

Daffodil is known for their short lifespan (5-7days). In general, it blooms in early 

spring and last until late spring, often fading away by late April or early May. 

General information: In China, daffodils are symbols of good fortune and 

prosperity. In Japan, they symbolize joy and mirth. In France, daffodils are 

symbols of hope. 

*The Flower‟s meanings depend on the color. 

 

Poem’s Analysis  

This poem addresses the beauty of daffodils and connects their short life as 

they bloom and fade too quickly with that of humans.  

The poem reflects on the fleeting nature of life, comparing the short lifespan 

of daffodils with that of humans. Herrick's use of imagery and metaphor highlights 

the brevity of youth and the importance of seizing the day meaning it is a Carpe 

Diem poem. 

 

Form, Meter, Rhyme Scheme: To Daffodils consists of 20 lines divided into 

two balanced stanzas, that mirrors the cycle of life and death that it describes. Each 

stanza with a distinct rhyme scheme: ABCBDDCEAE. This rhyme pattern gives 

the poem a gentle, rhythmic flow. The shorter fifth and seventh lines in each stanza 

draw attention to life‟s fleeting moments. Herrick's use of repetition, as seen in the 



plea to "stay, stay," underscores the human desire to hold onto moments of beauty 

and youth, even as they inevitably slip away.  

 
Fair Daffodils, we weep to see 
You haste away so soon; 
As yet the early-rising sun 
Has not attain'd his noon. 
Stay, stay, 
Until the hasting day 
Has run 
But to the even-song; 
And, having pray'd together, we 
Will go with you along. 

 

The poet personifies the daffodils, addressing them directly and expressing sorrow 

over their short lifespan.   

He describes the flowers as rushing toward their end, even though it is still 

morning and the day has not yet reached “noon.” 

 In asking the flowers to “stay” until evening, the speaker expresses a wish 

for a longer time to enjoy their beauty. As the poem progresses, Herrick extends 

this idea to human life. The poet suggests that our time is as brief as the daffodils‟ 

bloom. 

- The phrase „haste away so soon‟ highlights the rapid passing of time, as the 

flowers do not last long after blooming.   

-early-rising sun / Has not [yet] attain'd his noon."  

Mid-summer hasn't come the sun is not at its Zenith um this is just the 

beginning of the year and the daffodils are gone.  

- The „evensong‟ (evening prayer) symbolizes the end of the day, and by 

extension, the end of life.   

- The poet „pleads with the daffodils to stay longer‟ but this request is futile 

just like humans, they must eventually fade.   



Time of day, is metaphorically used to  represent the stages of life:  

The "Early-rising sun" stands for youth; noon is middle age, and evening 

stands for old age/death. 

The speaker finishes the stanza by asking the daffodils to stay until the day 

ends saying that when "we" have prayed with the daffodils, "we will go with you 

along ie. We will go/die together. 

- The last two lines suggest an acceptance of fate: once the flowers die, the speaker 

acknowledges that humans, too, will follow the same path.   

To summarize, the first stanza relates the sadness that comes with the swift 

passage of the daffodils of spring: they arrive in all their glory, but seem to die too 

soon and return to the earth.  

 

We have short time to stay, as you, 
We have as short a spring; 
As quick a growth to meet decay, 
As you, or anything. 
We die 
As your hours do, and dry 
Away, 
Like to the summer's rain; 
Or as the pearls of morning's dew, 
Ne'er to be found again 

 

- The second stanza „compares the human lifespan to that of the daffodils‟ 

reinforcing the poem‟s central theme of „life‟s transience‟   

The stanza provides the "extended metaphor" to the descriptions provided in 

the first stanza.  

The speaker points out that, like the daffodils, humans have a short spring 

(youth); and like dead plants, we decay as quickly as plants, to rejoin the soil. 

Plants, like people, lose the hours to eventual death—just like the daffodils. 



Finally, the speaker points out that human life is like a summer rain 

(evaporates quickly) or the "pearls" of dew (vanish once the sun rises) in the blink 

of an eye, both are gone—forever.  

- The closing line „Ne‟er to be found again‟ conveys the finality of death 

once life is gone, it cannot return. Therefore, it is important for us to seize the day 

(Carpe Diem) and to readers to appreciate life before it disappears.   

 

Poetic devices: 

Daffodils as a symbol of life → The flowers represent the fleeting nature of human 

existence. 

We have as short a spring" → Life is metaphorically compared to spring, 

emphasizing its briefness. 

"As quick a growth to meet decay" → Growth and decay are juxtaposed, 

reinforcing life‟s inevitable end. 

"Like to the summer‟s rain" / "As the pearls of morning dew" → Human life is 

compared to rain and dew, both of which disappear quickly, highlighting 

ephemerality. 

 

 

 

 


