Omayyad's economy
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The economic history of the Omayyad age is very imperfectly known ,there
seems to have been a considerable though prosperity; big fortunes were made
and invested principally in land and enormous Sums were expended in
buildings, from mosques to the Omayyad desert palaces which have been
excavated from the Sand in recent years.
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The disappearance of the Euphrates frontier, which for seven centuries had
separated the Roman from the Persian world, created a huge free trade area in
which goods could circulate and from which customs barriers were absent, he
Arab navy protected the commerce of the Indian Ocean, the conquest of North

Africa and Spain flooded the East with treasure, goods and slaves.
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And it is possible that gold from the mines of the Wadial-Allaki, near Aswan
in Nubia, was already reaching the Caliphate On the other hand, any sudden
increase in the circulation of the precious metals must have raised prices and
brought about a financial crisis; the defeat of the expedition against
Constantinople and the cessation of conquests in the West must have seriously:
depleted the Treasury, and the vast inequalities of personal wealth, which were
now becoming obvious, fostered social discontent.
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The first attempt to tackle the mawali problem was made by Omar H, who
succeeded his cousin Sulaiman in 717. This man, a grandson of the first Omar,
made an extraordinary impression onhis age, despite the brevity of his reign.
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Of austere morals and deeppiety, he recognized no distinction of race or
party: he Stopped the public cursing of Ali, relieved the Berbers of the harsh
tribute of children which had been imposed on them, discouraged raids and
wars against peaceful nations, and boldly set out to remove the economic
grievances of the mawali.
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This involved something like a fiscal revolution: hitherto Muslim landowners
had paid only ushr or tithe on their estates, and non-Muslims a much heavier
impost, at first indifferently called kharaj or jizya, both words signifying tribute.
If the owner of tribute-paying land turned Muslim, he was in future liable only

for ushr.
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To prevent a diminution of State revenue, the Omayyads had discouraged
conversion and often continued to exact payment of kharaj and jizya from the
mawali,notwithstanding that as Muslims they should have been exempt from
taxation.
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In Khurasanmawali who had fought against the unbelievers were placed on the
pension-list as well as being freed from these imposts. Omar decreed that after
the hundredth year of.
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