The 1920 Revolution in Diyala
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After the British occupation of Iraq in 1917, the new administration adopted policies
that provoked widespread resentment, such as imposing heavy taxes, disarming the
population, and enforcing conscription. When the 1920 Revolution broke out in the

Middle Euphrates (Najaf, Karbala, and Rumaitha), its flames quickly spread to Diyala
Province due to its strategic position between Baghdad and Khanagin, and its strong
.tribal and religious ties with the southern uprising centers
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The Course of the Revolution in Diyala
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The first movements began in late July and early August 1920, when the tribes of Al-
‘Azza, Bani Tamim, and Al-Jubur cut the railway line between Baqubah and Khanagqin
.to disrupt British supplies

The rebels then attacked the British garrison in Shahraban (Al-Muqgdadiyah), seized
the Qishla (barracks) and weapon depots, and raised the Arab flag above the
.building

Armed groups later advanced toward Khalis and Baqubah, temporarily expelling
.British forces and forming a local national administration

By September 1920, however, British troops—supported by aircraft and heavy
.artillery—managed to regain control after fierce battles
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Prominent Figures of the Revolution in Diyala
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Sheikh Habib Al-Khizran — Chief of Al-'Azza tribe; among the first to lead the uprising

in Diyala. He commanded the railway sabotage and Baqubah attack, and temporarily
.managed the area after British withdrawal
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Sheikh Hamid Al-Hasan Al-Tamimi — Leader of Bani Tamim in Muqgdadiyah; organized
fighters in Shahraban and Khalis, and played a key role in uniting the tribes
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Sheikh Abdul-Wahid Al-Juburi — From Al-Jubur tribe; fought in the Battle of
.Mugdadiyah and helped secure supply routes for the rebels
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Sheikh Awad Al-Obaidi — From Al-Obeid tribe; provided men and supplies, and
.participated in the attacks near the Diyala River
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Sheikh Abdullah Al-Karkhi — A notable from Al-Karkhiyah; coordinated between the
.tribal leaders in Baqubah and Muqdadiyah areas
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Results and Impact_s¥! 5 gl

Although the revolution in Diyala was ultimately suppressed by superior British
military power, it proved the unity and determination of the province’s people to
.resist occupation

The uprising contributed to paving the way for the establishment of the Kingdom of
Iraq in 1921, and highlighted Diyala’s national role in the broader Iraqi liberation
.movement
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The 1920 Revolution in Diyala stands as an honorable chapter in Irag’s national

history. Scholars, tribal leaders, and ordinary citizens joined together to defend their
.homeland and dignity

Even after more than a century, the sacrifices of Al-Khizran, Al-Tamimi, Al-Juburi, Al-
Obaidi and Al-Karkhi remain enduring symbols of a people who refused submission

.and colonial rule
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?Q: When did the 1920 Revolution reach Diyala
.A: It reached Diyala in July and August 1920
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?Q: Why did the revolution spread to Diyala 71
.A: Because of its strategic location and strong tribal unity
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?Q: Who was the main leader of the revolution in Diyala ¥]
.A: Sheikh Habib Al-Khizran of Al-Azza tribe
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?Q: What did the rebels do in Mugdadiyah (Shahraban) 41
.A: They attacked the British garrison and raised the Arab flag
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?Q: What was the result of the revolution in Diyala &
.A: The British regained control, but the people showed great courage
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