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Other General Definitions

For Your Information (FYI)



- What do the acronyms ELT, EFL, TESOL, TOEFL, and IELTS stand for?

These acronyms are related to language education and testing:

ELT: English Language Teaching

This term refers to the teaching of the English language to non-native speakers. It 

encompasses a wide range of methodologies, approaches, and techniques used by 

educators to help learners acquire proficiency in English.

EFL: English as a Foreign Language

EFL refers to the learning or teaching of English in a non-English-speaking environment. 

For example, if a Japanese student is learning English in Japan, English is considered a 

foreign language for that student.



TESOL: Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages

TESOL is a broad term that encompasses both TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign 

Language) and TESL (Teaching English as a Second Language). It is often used as an 

umbrella term for various approaches and methods in the teaching of English to non-

native speakers.

TOEFL: Test of English as a Foreign Language

TOEFL is a standardized test designed to assess the English language proficiency of non-

native speakers. It is commonly required for admission to English-speaking universities 

and colleges. There are two main types of TOEFL tests: TOEFL IBT (Internet-based Test) 

and TOEFL PBT (Paper-based Test).
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